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No. 1. OreNING CHORUS with SoLOs.

SceNE.—Market Place of Speisesaal, in the Grand Duchy of Pfennig Halbpfennig. A well, with decorated iron-work, up 1L.C.
GRETCHEN, BerTHA, OLGA, MARTHA, and other members of ERNEST DUMMKOPF'S theatrical company are discovered, seated at
several small tables, enjoying a repast in honour of the nuptials of LUbWIG, bis leading comedian, and Lisa, his soubreste.
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(Enter Notary Tannh&user.)
Notary. Hallo! Surely I’'m not late? (All chatter unintelligibly in reply.)

Notary. But, dear me, you’re all at breakfast! Has the wedding taken place? (All chatter unintelligibly in
reply.)

Notary. As solicitor to the conspiracy to dethrone the Grand Duke (All turn and “shhh!”’)—a conspiracy
in which the members of this company are deeply involved—I am invited to the marriage of two of its
members. I present myself in due course, and I find, not only that the ceremony has taken place—which
is not of the least consequence— but the wedding breakfast is half eaten—which is a consideration of the
most serious importance. '

(Ludwig and Lisa come down.)

Ludwig. But the ceremony has not taken place. We can’t get a parson.

Notary. Can’t get a parson! They’re three a penny!

Ludwig. It seems that the Grand Duke has selected this, our wedding day, for a convocation of all the
clergy in the town to settle the details of his approaching marriage with the enormously wealthy Baroness

von Krakenfeldt, and there won’t be a parson to be had until six o’clock this evening!

Lisa. And as we produce our magnificent production of The Mikado to-night at seven, (All face front and
give a slow bow) we have no alternative but to eat our wedding breakfast before we’ve earned it.

Gretchen. Oh, I should like to pull his Grand Ducal ears for him, that I should

Olga. Well, we shall soon be freed from his tyranny. To-morrow the Despot is to be dethroned. (All turn
and “shhh!”)

Ludwig. Hush, rash girl! Know ye not that in alluding to our conspiracy without having first given and
received the secret sign, you are violating a fundamental principle of our Association?
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Martha. Oh, bother the secret sign! I’ve given it six times already to-day—and can’t eat any breakfast!
Bertha. And it’s so unwholesome.

Ludwig. I suffer as much as any of you. I loathe the repulsive thing—but I’'m a conscientious conspirator,
and if you won’t give the sign I will. (Eats a sausage roll with an effort.)

Lisa. Poor martyr! He’s always at it, and it’s a wonder where he puts it!

Notary. Well now, about The Mikado. ((Although I prefer Pirates of Penzance)) What part do you play?
Ludwig (struggling with queasiness — Lisa gives him a beer) Thank you my love. Well, the piece will be
produced upon a scale of unexampled magnificence. It is confidently predicted that my appearance as
Ko-Ko, in a Louis Quatorze wig, will mark an epoch in the theatrical annals of the theatre. I endeavoured
to persuade Ernest Dummkopf, our manager, to lend us the traditional kimonos for our marriage. Think of
the effect of a real Japanese wedding procession winding through the streets. Paper lanterns—cymbals

banging—samisans twanging — 2nd trombones playing ----and a train of little ladies leading down
Fitzhugh Street. (sing softly miyasama...get lost in it. . .) It would have been tremendous!

Notary. And he declined?

Ludwig. He did, on the ground that it might rain, and the paper fans would be ruined. If, as is confidently
expected, Ernest Dummkopf is elected to succeed the dethroned one, mark my words, he will make a
mess of it.

(Exit Ludwig with Lisa.)

Olga. He’s sure to be elected. His entire company has promised to plump for him on the understanding
that all the places about the Court are filled by members of his troupe, according to professional
precedence,

(Ernest enters in great excitement.)

Bertha Here comes Ernest Dummkopf. Now we shall know all about it!

Martha - Well—what’s the news?

Gretchen - How is the election going?

Ernest. Oh, it’s a certainty—a practical certainty! if you keep your promises, and vote solid, I’'m cocksure
of election!

Olga. Trust to us. But you remember the conditions?




Ernest. Yes—all of you shall be provided for, for life. Every man shall be ennobled—every lady shall
have unlimited credit at the Court Milliner’s, and all salaries shall be paid weekly (all lean in) - in
advance! (Happy reaction!)

Gretchen. Oh, it’s quite clear he knows how to rule a Grand Duchy!

Ernest. Rule a Grand Duchy? Why, my good girl, for ten years past I've ruled a theatrical company! A
man who can do that can rule anything!

34
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Ernest. Elected by my fellow-conspirators to be Grand Duke of Pfenni g Halbpfennig as soon as the
contemptible little occupant of the historical throne is deposed—here is promotion indeed! Why, instead
of playing The Mikado for a month, I shall play Grand Duke of Pfennig Halbpfennig for a lifetime!
(Enter Julia Jellicoe.)

Julia. Herr Dummkopf, a word with you, if you please.

Ernest. Beautiful English maiden—whose dramatic ability is so overwhelming that our audiences forgive
even her strong English accent

Julia. No compliments, I beg. I desire to speak with you on a purely professional matter

Ernest. It shall be as you will.

Julia. T understand that the conspiracy in which we are all concerned is to develop to-morrow, and that the
company is likely to elect you to the throne on the understanding that the posts about the Court are to be
filled by members of your theatrical troupe, according to their professional importance.

Ernest. That is so.

Julia. Then all I can say is that it places me in an extremely awkward position. Why don’t you see that, as
your leading lady, I am bound to play the leading part in all your productions?

Ernest. Well?

Jﬁlia. Why, of course, the leading part in this production will be the Grand Duchess!

Ernest. My wife?

Julia. Of course, as your leading lady, you’ll be mean enough to hold me to the terms of my agreement.
Oh, that’s so like a man!

Ernest But—do you really think you would care to play that part?

Julia Certainly not—but what am I to do? Business is business, and I'am bound by the terms of my
agreement.

Ernest. It’s for a long run, mind—a run that may last many, many years— no understudy......

Julia. Oh, we’re used to these long runs in England: they are the curse of the stage.




Ernest Remember, it’s a strongly emotional part, involving long and repeated scenes of rapture,
tenderness, adoration, devotion—all in luxuriant excess, and all of the most demonstrative description.

Julia.You may be quite sure that (however distasteful the part may be), I shall consider myself
professionally bound to throw myself into it with all the ardour at my command.

Ernest Now— would you have any objection—to—to give me some idea—if it’s only a mere sketch—as
to how you would play it?
Julia. How would I play it? Now, let me see
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No. 5.

The Grand Duke

CHORUS & SoNG—(Lubpwig).

Enter all the Chorus with Lupwic, NOTARY, and Lisa—all greatly agitated,
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Julia. Well, a nice mess you’ve got us into! There’s an end of our precious plot! All up—pop—fizzle—
. bang—done for!

Ludwig. Yes, but—ha! hal—fancy my choosing the Grand Duke’s private detective, of all men, to make a
confidant of! When you come to think of it, it’s really devilish funny!

Ernest When you come to think of it, it’s extremely injudicious to admit into a conspiracy every pudding-
headed baboon who presents himself!

Lisa. Ludwig could not help giving us away—it’s his trusting nature—he was deceived.

Julia His trusting nature! (To Ludwig.) Oh, I should like to talk to you in my own language for five
minutes I xnow some good, strong, energetic English remarks that would shrivel your trusting nature into
raisins—only you wouldn’t understand them!

Ernest (to Julia). And I suppose you’ll never be my Grand Duchess, now!

Julia. If you don’t produce the piece how can I play the part?

Ernest. True. (To Ludwig.) You see what you’ve done.

Ludwig. But, my dear sir, you don’t seem to understand that the man ate three sausage-rolls.. Three large
sausage-rolls.

Julia. Bah!—Lots of people eat sausage-rolls who are not conspirators.
Ludwig. Then they shouldn’t. It’s bad form.

Lisa. Ludwig is right - one should always play the game. (To Notary, who has been smiling placidly
through this.) What are you grinning at?

Notary. Ncthing—don’t mind me.......... It is always amusing to the legal mind to see a parcel of laymen
bothering themselves about a matter which to a trained lawyer presents no difficulty whatever.

All. No difficulty!

Notary. None whatever! The way out of it is quite simple.

All. Simple?

Notary. Certainly! Now attend. In the first place, you two men fight a Statutory Duel.

Julia. A Stat-tat-tatutory Duel! Ach! what a crack-jaw language this German is.



1

Ludwig. Never heard of such a thing,

Notary. It is true that the practice has fallen into abeyance through disuse. But all the laws of Pfennig
Halbpfennig run for a hundred years, when they die a natural death, unless, in the meantime, they have
been revived for another hundred years. The Act that institutes the Statutory Duel was passed a hundred
years ago. and as it has never been revived, it expires to-morrow. So you’re just in time.
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Ludwig. I see. The man who draws the lowest card—

Notary. Dies, ipso facto, . ~ocial death. He loses all his civil rights—his identity disappears—the
Revising Barrister expunges his name from the list of voters, and the winner takes his place, whatever it
may be, discharges all his functions and adopts all his responsibilities.

Ernest. This is all very well , but it only protects one of us. What’s to become of the survivor?

Ludwig. Yes, I might be the survivor.

Notary. The survivor goes at once to the Grand Duke, and denounces the dead man as the moving spirit of
the plot. He is accepted as King’s evidence, and, as a matter of course, receives a free pardon. To-morrow,
when the law expires, the dead man will, ipso facto, come to life again—the revising Barrister will restore

his name to the list of voters, and he will resume all his obligations as though nothing unusual had
happened.

Ernest. When he will at once be arrested, tried, and executed on the evidence of the informer

Notary. Dear, dear, dear, the ignorance of the laity! My good young sir, it is a beautiful maxim of our
glorious Constitution that a man can only die once. Death expunges crime, and when he comes to life
again, it will be with a clean slate.

Ernest. It’s really very ingenious.

Ludwig (to Notary). My dear sir, we owe you our lives! (To Ernest.) Well, miscreant, are you prepared to
meet me on the field of honor?

Ernest. At once. By Jove, what a couple of fire-caters we are!
Lisa. Ludwig doesn’t know what fear is.
Ludwig. Oh, I don’t mind this sort of duel!

Notary. Altogether it is a great improvement on the old method of giving satisfaction.
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No. 9.

ENTRANCE OF CHAMBERLAINS & GRAND DUKE.,

March. Enter the seven Chamberlains of GraNp DUKE Ruporph.
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Rudolph. My Lord Chamberlain, as you are aware, my marriage with the wealthy Baroness von
Krakenfeldt will take place to-morrow, and you will be good enough to see that the rejoicings are on a
scale of unusual liberality. Pass that on. (Chamberlain whispers to Vice-Chamberlain, who whispers to the
next, and so on.) The sports will begin with a Wedding Breakfast Bee. The leading pastrycooks of the
town will be invited to compete, and the winner will enjoy the satisfaction of seeing his breakfast
devoured by the Grand Ducal pair, The Vice-Chamberlain will see to this. All the public fountains of
Pfennig will run with Gingerbierheim and Currantweinmilch at the public expense. The Assistant Vice-
Chamberlain will see to this. At night, all

buildings will illuminate; and as I have no desire to tax the public funds unduly, this will be done at the
inhabitants’ private expense. The Deputy Assistant Vice-Chamberlain will see to this. All my Grand
Ducal subjects will wear new clothes, and the Sub-Deputy Assistant Vice-Chamberlain will collect the
usual commission on all sales. Wedding presents (which, on this occasion, should be on a scale of
extraordinary magnificence) will be received at the Palace at any hour of the twenty-four, and the
Temporary Sub-Deputy Assistant Vice-Chamberlain will sit up all night for this purpose. The entire
population will be commanded to enjoy themselves, and with this view in mind the Acting Temporary
Sub-Deputy Assistant Vice-Chamberlain will sing comic songs in the Market Place from noon to
nightfall.

(Chamberlains bow and exeunt.)
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Rudolph. T hope I'm not doing a foolish thing in getting married. After all, it’s a poor heart that never
rejoices, and this wedding of mine is the first little treat I've allowed myself since my christening.
Besides, Caroline’s income is very considerable, and as her ideas of economy are quite on a par with
mine, it ought to turn out well. Oh, here she is, punctual to her appointment!

(Enter Baroness von Krakenfeldt.)

Baroness. Rudolph! (He attempts to embrace her) Don’t! What in the world are you thinking of?
Rudolph. I was thinking of embracing you, my sugarplum.

Baroness. What, here? In public? Really you appear to have no sense of delicacy.

Rudolph. No sense of delicacy, Bon-bon!

Baroness. No. I can’t make you out. When you courted me, all your courting was done publicly in the
Market Place. When you proposed to me, you proposed in the Market Place. And now that we’re engaged
you seem to desire that our first téte-a-téte shall occur in the Market Place! Surely you’ve a room in your
Palace—with blinds—that would do?

Rudolph. But, my own, I can’t help myself. I’'m bound by my own decree.

Baroness. Your own decree?

Rudolph. Yes. You see, all the houses that give on the Market Place belong to me, but the drains (which
date back to the reign of Charlemagne) want attending to, and the houses wouldn’t let—so, with a view of

increasing the value of the property, I decreed that all love-episodes between affectionate couples should
take place, in public, on this spot, every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, when the band doesn’t play.

Baroness. Bless me, what a happy idea! So moral too!

Rudolph. The rents have gone up fifty per cent, and the sale of opera glasses (which is a Grand Ducal
monopoly) has received an extraordinary stimulus! So, under the circumstances, would you allow me to
put my arm round your waist? As a source of income! Just once!

Baroness. But it’s so very embarrassing. Think of the opera glasses!

Rudolph. My good girl, that’s just what I am thinking of. Hang it all, we must give them something for
their money! What’s that?

Baroness (unfolding paper, which contains a large letter, which she hands to him). It’s a letter which your
detective asked me to hand to you. I wrapped it up in yesterday’s paper to keep it clean.
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Rudolph. Oh, it’s only his report! That’1l keep. But, I say, you’ve never been and bought a newspaper? (09
Baroness. My dear Rudolph, do you think I’m mad? It came wrapped round my breakfast.

Rudolph (relieved). I thought you were not the sort of girl to go and buy a newspaper! Well, as we’ve got
it, we may as well read it. What does it say?

Baroness. Why—dear me— “Our Detested Despot!”
Rudolph. Yes—I fancy that refers to me.

Baroness. And it says—Oh, it can’t be!

Rudolph. What can’t be?

Baroness. Why, it says that although you’re going to marry me to-morrow, you were betrothed in infancy
to the Princess of Monte Carlo!

Rudolph. Oh yes—that’s quite right. Didn’t I mention 1it?

Baroness. Mention it! You never said a word about it!

Rudolph. Well, it doesn’t matter, because, you see, it’s practically off.
Baroness. Practically off?

Rudolph. Yes. By the terms of the contract the betrothal is void unless the Princess marries before she is
of age. Now, her father, the Prince, is stony-broke, and hasn’t left his house for years for fear of arrest for
debt

At 2 o’clock tomorrow the Princess comes of age, so at two o’clock to-morrow I’m a free man, so I
appointed that hour for our wedding, as I shall like to have as much marriage as I can get for my money.

Baroness. My thoughtful darling. I often picture us in the long, cold, dark December evenings, sitting
close to each other and singing impassioned duets to keep us warm, and thinking of all the lovely things

we could afford to buy if we chose. Oh, Rudolph, we ought to be very happy!

Rudolph. If I’'m not, it’ll be my first bad investment.
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Rudolph. Oh, now for my detective’s report. (Opens letter.) What’s this! Danger! A conspiracy to depose

And the plot is to explode tomorrow! My wedding day! Oh, Caroline, Caroline! (Weeps.) This is
perfectly frightful! What’s to be done!

(Enter Ludwig.)

Ludwig. Now for my confession and full pardon. They told me the Grand Duke was dancing a duet in the
Market Place, but I don’t see him. (Sees Rudolph.) Hallo! Who’s this? (Aside.) Why, it is the Grand
Duke! '

Rudolph (sobbing). Who are you, sir, who presume to address me in person? If you’ve anything to
communicate, you must fling yourself at the feet of my Acting Temporary Sub-Deputy Assistant Vice-
Chamberlain, who will fling himself at the feet of his immediate superior, and so on, with successive
foot-flingings through the various grades—your communication will, in course of time, come to my
august knowledge.

Ludwig. But when I inform your Highness that in me you see the most unhappy, the most unfortunate, the
most completely miserable man in your whole dominion—

Rudolph (still sobbing). You the most miserable man in my whole dominion? How can you have the face
to stand there and say such a thing? Why, look at me! Look at me! (Bursts into tears.)

Ludwig. Well, I wouldn’t be a cry-baby.
Rudolph. A cry-baby? If you had just been told that you were going to be deposed to-morrow, and
perhaps blown up with dynamite for all I know, wouldn’t you be a cry-baby? I do declare if I could only

hit upon some cheap and painless method of putting an end to an existence which has become
insupportable, [ would unhesitatingly adopt it!

Ludwig. You would? — I see a magnificent way out of this! By Jupiter, I’ll try it! If you are really in
earnest - —if you really desire to escape scot free from this impending—this unspeakably horrible
catastrophe—without trouble, danger, pain, or expense—why not resort to a Statutory Duel?

Rudolph. A Statutory Duel?
Ludwig. Yes. You fight—you lose—you are dead ...

Rudolph. What??!!

Ludwig...for a day. To-morrow, when the Act expires, you will come to life again and resume your Grand
Duchy.. In the meantime, the explosion will have taken place and the survivor will have had to bear the

brunt of it.

Rudolph. Yes, but who’ll be fool enough to be the survivor?



Ludwig (kneeling)., I unhesitatingly offer myself as the victim of your subjects’ fury.

Rudolph. You do? Well, really that’s very handsome. I daresay being blown up is not nearly as unpleasant
as one would think.

Ludwig. Oh, yes it is. It mixes one up, awfully!
Rudolph. But suppose I were to win?

Ludwig. Oh, that’s easily arranged. (Producing cards.) I'll put an Ace up my sleeve—you’ll put a King up
yours.

Rudolph. Oh, but that’s cheating.
Ludwig. Soitis......... I never thought of that. (Going,.)

Rudolph Not that I mind. But I say—you won’t take an unfair advantage of your day of office? You won’t
go tipping people, or squandering my little savings in fireworks, or any nonsense of that sort?

Ludwig. I am hurt—really hurt—by the suggestion.

Rudolph. Very well, I suppose you must have your own way.

Ludwig. Good. I say-—we must have a devil of a quarrel!

Rudolph. Oh, a devil of a quarrel!

Ludwig. Just to give color to the thing. Shall I give you a sound thrashing before all the people?

Rudolph. A thrashing?? — O I think not, though it would be very convincing and it’s extremely good and
thoughtful of you to suggest it. Still, a devil of a quarrel!

Ludwig. Oh, a devil of a quarrel!
Rudolph. No half measures. Big words—strong language—rude remarks.
Ludwig. Oh, a devil of a quarrel! Now, the question is, how shall we summon the people?

Rudolph. Oh, there’s no difficulty about that. The chorus is Just waiting in off-stage to enter.
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End of First Act.
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