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Julia. And now that everybody has gone, and we’re happily and comfortably married, T want to have a
few words with my new-born husband.

Ludwig Yes, I expect you’ll often have a few words with your new-born husband! Well, what is it?
Julia. Why, I’ve been thinking that as you and [ have to play our parts for life, it is most essential that we
should come to a definite understanding as to how they shall be rendered. Now, I’ve been considering
how I can make the most of the Grand Duchess.

Ludwig. Have you? I shouldn’t make it one of your hoity-toity vixenish viragoes....

Julia. You think not?
Ludwig. Oh, I’'m quite clear about that. I should make her a tender, gentle, submissive, affectionate (but

not too affectionate) wife—timidly anxious to coil herself into her husband’s heart, but kept in check by
an awestruck reverence for his exalted intellectual qualities and his majestic personal appearance.

Julia. Oh, that is your idea of a good part?

Ludwig. Yes— A crushed, despairing violet, whose blighted existence would culminate (all too soon) in a
lonely and pathetic death-scene! A fine part, my dear.

Julia. But, I must consider my temperament. For instance, my temperament would demand some strong
scenes of justifiable jealousy.

Ludwig. Oh, You shall have them.
Julia. With a lovely but detested rival—
Ludwig. Oh, I’ll provide the rival.

Julia, Whom T 'should stab==stab=—stab!

Ludwig. Oh, I wouldn’t stab her. It’s been donc to death. I should treat her with a silent and contemptuous
disdain, and then delicately withdraw up centre and off!



No. 16.
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No. 17.
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Baroness. But this is most unexpected. He was well enough at a half past eleven yesterday.

Ludwig. Yes. He died at quarter to twelve.

Baroness. Bless me, how very sudden!

Ludwig. It was sudden.

Baroness. Is this Court Mourning or a Fancy Ball?

Ludwig. Well, it’s a delicate combination of both effects. It is intended to express inconsolable grief for
the decease of the late Duke and ebullient joy at the accession of his successor. I am his successor. Permit
me to present to you my Grand Duchess. (Indicating Julia.)

Baroness. Oh, your Highness!

Julia Bah.

Baroness. Humph! A recent creation?

Ludwig. We were married only half-an-hour ago.

Baroness. Exactly. I thought she seemed new to the position.

Julia. Ma’am, I don’t know who you are, but I flatter myself I can do justice to any part on the very
shortest notice.

Baroness. My dear, under the circumstances you are doing admirably. It’s so difficult to be a lady when
one isn’t born to it.

Julia (in a rage, to Ludwig). Am I to stand this? Am I not to be allowed to pull her to pieces?
Ludwig (aside to Julia). No, no—it isn’t Japanese.

Baroness. And now tell me all about this distressing circumstance. How did the Grand Duke die?

Ludwig. He perished nobly—in a Statutory Ducl.

Baroness. In a Statutory Duel? But that’s only a civil death!—and the Act expires today, and then he will
come to life again!

Ludwig. Well,... no. Anxious to inaugurate my reign by conferring some inestimable boon on my people,
I revived the law for another hundred years.



Baroness. For another hundred years? Then set the merry joybells ringing! Let festive epithalamia
resound through these ancient halls! Cut the satisfying sushi—broach the exhilarating Saki—and let us

" rejoice to-day, if we never rejoice again!

Ludwig. We have already rejoiced a good deal.

Baroness. Happy man When you killed Rudolph you adopted all his overwhelming responsibilities.
Know then that I, Caroline von Krakenfeldt, am the most overwhelming of them all!

Ludwig. But I’ve just been married to somebody else!

Julia. Yes, ma’am, to somebody else, ma’am! To somebody clse!

Baroness. Do keep this young woman quiet; she fidgets me!

Julia. Fidgets you!. Do you suppose I intend to give up a magnificent part without a struggle?

Ludwig. My good girl If you must struggle, go away and struggle in the seclusion of your chamber.
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(Enter Ernest.)
Ernest. It’s of no use—I can’t wait any longer. At any risk I must gratify my urgent desire to know what is
going on.

(Enter Notary)

Ernest. Ah! Tannhauser! (Notary reacts with shock) Why, what’s the matter? One would think you saw a
ghost.....oh.

Notary. (in affected terror). What would you with me, spectre? What are you doing out of your tomb at
this time of day—apparition?

Ernest. Don’t be absurd — I’m only technically dead!

Notary. Oh, but it’s an awful thing to be haunted by a technical bogy!

Ernest. (Looking off.) Why, what’s that? Surely I see a wedding procession winding down the hill,
dressed in my Kimonos! That’s Ludwig’s doing! I see how it is—he found the time hangs heavy on his
hands, and is amusing himself by getting married to Lisa. No—it can’t be to Lisa, for here she is!

(Enter Lisa.)

Lisa (not seeing him). I really. cannot stand seeing my Ludwig married twice in one day to somebody
else!

Ernest. Lisa!

(Lisa sees him, screams and runs behind Notary.)

Ernest. Huh...one would think she saw a ghost....oh.....But if he’s not marrying Lisa, whom is he
marrying? (Suddenly.) Julia! (Much overcome.) I see it all! The scoundrel! He had to adopt all my
responsibilities, and he’s shabbily taken advantage of the situation to marry the girl I’'m engaged to! But
no, it can’t be Julia, for here she is!

(Enter Julia)

Julia (not seeing him). I’ve made up my mind. [ won’t stand it! I’ll send in my notice at once!

Ernest. Julia! Oh, what a relief! Then you’ve not married Ludwig? You are still true to me?

(Julia sees him, gasps and runs behind Notary.)




Ernest. I do wish I could make you all understand that I’m only technically dead, and that physically I'm ‘ \ QCK
as much alive as ever [ was in my life! Well, no matter you won’t be haunted much longer. The law must

be on its last legs, and in a few hours I shall come to life again and claim my darling as my blushing

bride!

Julia. Oh—then you haven’t heard?

Ernest. My love, I’ve heard nothing. There are no daily papers where I come from.
Julia. Why, Ludwig challenged Rudolph and won, and now he’s Grand Duke
Ernest — What??

Notary. And he’s revived the law for another century!

Ernest. But you’re not serious—you’re only joking!

Notary. My good sir, I don’t chaff bogies.

Ernest. Well, that’s the meanest dodge I ever heard of!

Julia. Shabby trick, I call it.

Lisa. It’s not a shabby trick! My Ludwig... (she is cut off by Ernest)

Ernest. Julia, defy the law and marry me now.

Julia. Situated as you are, you have no power to make me your wife. At best you could only make me
your widow.

Ernest. Then be my widow—my little dainty, winning, winsome widow!

Julia. Now what would be the good of that? Why, you goose, I should marry again within a month!
Ernest. But Julia!

(Enter Rudolph )

Ernest. Why, it’s the Grand Duke!

Julia. The FORMER Grand Duke, you mean.

Notary. Another bogey!

Rudolph. Who are all those people wandering around in those ridiculous Japanese costumes? How does
anyone dare to be festive on the day set aside for my wedding!

Notary. Ah, it’s the new Grand Duke celebrating his wedding...He was required to take over all your
obligations according to the law.



k)
(G4

Rudolph. Hope he’s not spending all my money on refreshments, tipping and nonsense like that
Ernest. Rest assured, he is.

Lisa. But the question is — who is he marrying? — He married me yesterday. I thought he was marrying
you today.

Julia. He married me this morning and now he is marrying someaone else.
Rudolph — Someone else?
Notary — Well the law does state that he shall adopt all your responsibilities.

Rudolph ~ALL my responsibilities? — Caroline?? — oh- no, no, no — Oh, Caroline how could you? Oh,
that scoundrel! Well- this afternoon the law expires and then be prepared for whirlwinds!!!

Julia — So, you haven’t heard either?

Rudolph — Heard what?

Lisa — Oh dear.

Ernest — You better tell him (pushing Notary)

Rudolph — Tell me what!!!

Notary — Uh....well, your successor has taken it upon himself.....

Julia — With your advisement

Notary — Well... yes — as his solicitor I felt it was in his best interest to carry out the sort of plan....
Rudolph — WHAT DID HE DO??

Notary — He revived the law for another hundred years.

Rudolph - WHAT!!1?

Julia — He said he revived the law for another hundred years.

Rudolph — Oh dear, oh dear, my internal economy - I think I’'m going to faint.
Notary — Well, it looks like my services are no longer needed — good day.

Ernest — My good fellow — I hold you responsible for getting us all out of this! Perhaps this gentleman
would like to hear about your past experience with conspiracies?

Notary — But you were in it too!




Ernest — Yes, but I’'m dead.

Notary — Well...yes....hm....let’s see what we can do. Ah — it’s really quite simple. First we need to form
a conspiracy to dethrone the current Grand Duke,

Lisa, Julia, Ernest — WHAT??

Notary — Second we’ll need a secret sign...

Ernest — Oh, you really are hopeless.

Notary — Well, if you really don’t want my assistance I shall be on my way.

Ernest — Oh no you don’t. I'm sure as a trained lawyer Dr.Tannhauser will have no difficulty finding a
satisfactory solution for us all.

Rudolph — Well that scoundrel — he shall never, ever by Grand Duke of Pfennig, Halbpfin-anything!
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Prince. Well, my dear, here we are at last—just in time to compel Duke Rudolph to fulfil the terms of his
marriage contract. Another hour and we should have been too late.

Princess. Yes, papa, and if you hadn’t fortunately discovered a means of making an income by honest
industry, we should never have got here at all.

Prince. Very true. Confined for the last two years within the precincts of my palace by an obdurate
bootmaker who held a warrant for my arrest, I devoted my enforced leisure to a study of the doctrine of
chances—mainly with the view of ascertaining whether there was the remotest chance of my ever going
out for a walk again—and this led to the discovery of a singularly fascinating little round game which I
have called Roulette, and by which, in one sitting, I won no less than five thousand francs! My first act
was to pay my bootmaker and my second act was to hurry you off to Pfennig Halbpfennig as fast as a
train de luxe could carry us!

Princess. Papa, I can’t help feeling that Rudolph wants to get out of it because I was poor. He’s a miserly
little wretch, that’s what he is!

Prince. Well, I shouldn’t go so far as to say that. I should rather describe him as an enthusiastic collector
of coins. It’s a pretty hobby: I’ve often thought I should like to collect some coins myself.

(Reenter Ludwig and Baroness)
Ludwig. Hello?

Prince. Greetings! I am the father of the Princess of Monte Catrlo...... Doesn’t that convey any idea to the
Grand Ducal mind?

Ludwig. Nothing definite.

Prince H’m—rvery odd! Never mind—try again! This is the daughter of the Prince of Monte Carlo. Do
you take?

Ludwig No—not yet. Go on—don’t give it up—I daresay it will come presently.

Prince. Very odd—never mind—try again. Twenty years ago! Little doddle doddle! Two little doddle
doddles! Happy father—hers and yours. Proud mother—yours and hers! Hah! Now you take? I see you

do! I see you do!

LudWig. Nothing is more annoying than to feel that you’re not equal to the intellectual pressure of the
conversation. I wish he’d say something intelligible.

Prince. You didn’t expect me?



Ludwig No, no. I grasp that (Shaking hands with him.) No, I did not expect you!

Prince. I thought not. But ha! ha! at last [ have escaped from my enforced restraint. (General movement
of alarm.) No, no—you misunderstand me. I mean I’ve paid my debts! And how d’you think I did it?

Ludwig — Refreshments for sale at intermission?
Baroness — Show quote t-shirts?

Prince — Yes — but no - Through the medium of Roulette!
All. Roulette?

Ludwig. Now you’re getting obscure again.

Prince. I’ll explain. It’s an invention of my own—the simplest thing in the world—T’1l tell you all about
it.

-
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Allegro con brio.
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b

Prince. Pretty toy, isn’* it? Have another turn?

Ludwig. Thanks, no.”T should only be robbing you.

Princess Do, dearest—it’s such fun!

Barohess. Why, you forward little hussy, how dare you?

Ludwig. You mustn’t do that, my dear—never in the presence of the Grand Duchess.

Princess Oh, papa, he’s got a Grand Duchess!

Ludwig. A Grand Duchess! My good girl, I’ve got three Grand Duchesses!

Princess. Well, I’'m sure! Papa, let’s go away—this is not a respectable Court.

Prince. All these Grand Dukes have their little fancies, my love. This Potentate appears to be collecting
wives. It’s a pretty hobby—I should like to collect a few myself. 1-2-3 Litle Maids! Have you such a
thing as a “Little List” I may browse through?

Princess. But I cannot permit Rudolph to keep extra wives on hand—

Ludwig. Rudolph? Go along with you, I’'m not Rudolph! Rudolph died yesterday!

Prince and Princess. Sacre bleu!

Ludwig. Yes, He fought a Statutory Duel with me and lost, and I took over all his engagements—
including this lady, to whom he has been engaged to for the last three weeks.

Princess. Three weeks! But I’ve been engaged to him for the last twenty years!

Baroness, Lisa, and Julia. Twenty years!

Prince It’s all right, my love—they can’t beat that - you win! He’s yours—take him, and hold him as tight
as you can!

Princess. My own!

Ludwig. Here’s another!—the fourth in four-and-twenty hours! Would anybody else like to marry me?
You, ma’am—or you—anybody! I’'m getting used to it!

Baroness. But let me tell you, ma’am—



Julia. Why, you impudent little hussy-—
Lisa. Oh, here’s another—here’s another!
Princess. Poor ladies, I'm very sorry for you all; but, you see, Ive a prior claim.

Prince - Come, away we go—there’s not a moment to be lost!

37
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This chord is omitted in some sets of band parts. In the editor’s view, the most satisfactory transition from No. 28 to
No. 28a is to perform mm, 38a—-44a, and then begin No. 28a with the pick-up note on the third beat of the measure.
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Ludwig. My good sir, it’s no use your saying that I can’t revive the Law, in face of the fact that [ have
revived it.

Rudolph. You didn’t revive it! You couldn’t revive it! You—you are an impostor, sir—you never were—
Grand Duke of Pfennig Anything!

All. What!!!
Rudolph. Never—never, never!

“Ludwig. That’s absurd, you know. I fought the Grand Duke. He drew a King, and I drew an Ace. He
perished in inconceivable agonies on the spot.

Rudolph. You—you can’t. I—I—(To Notary.) Oh, tell him—tell him! I can’t!

Notary. Well, the fact is, there’s been a little mistake here. On reference to the Act that regulates Statutory
Duels, I find it is expressly laid down that the Ace shall count as lowest!

All. As lowest!

Rudolph). As—lowest—Ilowest—lowest! So you’re the ghoest—ghoest—ghoest!

Ernest. Well, Julia, as it seems that the law hasn’t been revived—and I am very much alive —
Julia. Very well! But will you promise to give me some strong scenes of justifiable jealousy?b
Ernest. Justifiable jealousy? Well, well, I'll do my best! (They retire up together.)

Princess. And am I to understand that I was on the point of marrying a dead man without knowing it? (To
Rudolph.) Oh, my love, what a narrow escape I’ve had!

Rudolph: Oh—so0 you are the Princess of Monte Carlo. Well, you’re an attractive little girl, you know, but
you’re as poor as a church mouse!

Princess. There you are mistaken — come and see my little Wheel of Fortune. I’1l tell you all about it.
(They retire up, conversing.)

Lisa. That’s all very well, but what is to become of me? (To Ludwig.) If you’re a dead man...

Ludwig. But I’m not. Time’s up—the Act has expired—I’ve come to life—the parson is still in
attendance, and we’ll all be married directly.

All. Hurrah!
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End of Opera.
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